
How do I help my pupils revise  
for their exams? 

100 Ideas for Secondary Teachers; Revision by John Mitchell 
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Ways that you can use this in your classroom today:  

1)  Mix it up! Doing the same thing over and over again will only support the children for whom that 

method works. Buy Mitchell’s book for the faculty/team and share ideas. 

2) Create some core revision sheets that can be used by all year groups. For example, in history you 

can use the 5 W’s (Who, where why what and when). 
3) Use model answers to help pupils understand what ‘good’ looks like. 

 

Key Information:  

Having a ‘School Charter’ ensures that the pupils know what is expected of them well before the exam season 
starts. This also means that there is no variation between subjects or teachers within a primary year group. 

Some things to consider…  
Dealing with the stress and anxiety of exams is as important as preparing for them academically. Teachers 

could share the running of a space where pupils can ‘get away’ from the pressure. Form time can also be used 
to develop resilience and growth mind-set techniques. 

I have used an app called Explain Everything to make YouTube videos for pupils to revise with. It is cringey at 

first, but is a new media way to get pupils revising!  

Colour My Revision p.70 

Using between 5-10 colours, pupils 

read through their work and assign 

colours to different themes.  

e.g Black – the mood of the 

Germany people after signing of the 

Treaty of Versailles OR Blue 

represents the developing coldness 

in Hamlet’s attitude towards 

Ophelia  

Teaching to Parents p. 95  

Studies show that one of the 

most effective ways to learn 

something is to teach it. Ask 

pupils to explain a piece of 

the topic to a parent/carer 

and test their knowledge at 

the end! Teachers can they 

ask for scores as homework!  

Key Terms A-Z p. 40  

In terms, pairs or on 

their own, pupils 

race to think of a key 

term for each letter 

of the alphabet.  

Infographs are a new 

popular way to show 

information, google 

some examples and 

support pupils to create 

their own p.94. 

Eat the Frog  

This is the idea that the worst task that you have to 

complete on any day should be done first. If the 

first thing you do at the beginning of a day is eat a 

frog, then the rest of the day will seem much nicer 

and easier. Find the hard topics for pupils and 

make them do these first. That way, the closer they 

get to their exams, they will be doing easier topics 

and feel more confident. 

RESEARCH & DEVELOPMENT  
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