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Key Information:  

 Most educators believe that pupils from disadvantaged backgrounds or attending a more 

disadvantaged school are less likely to do well, what this study tells us, however, is that ‘the 
effects of absence on achievement appear to be larger for students attending more 

advantaged schools, and students with higher levels of prior attainment.  

Ways that you can use this in your classroom today:  

 Overall, disadvantaged pupils are more likely to be absent for unauthorised reasons 

Therefore, always prepare work for pupils to complete at home when they miss lessons, 

regardless of the reason.  

 Pupils with higher entry level data appear to be the most impacted by absence. 

Communicate with pastoral and curriculum leaders, as well as parents, if you have any 

concerns about particular pupils.  
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1 Advantaged and disadvantaged are the terms used by the authors of this study to describe children’s 
socioeconomic background  

Persistent absence can have a 

detrimental effect on performance 

for all pupils, regardless of 

background   

External social 

factors can lead to 

disadvantaged pupils 

paying less attention 

in school  

National research shows that 

the average teaching quality 

tends to be higher in more 

affluent schools and so when 

advantaged pupils are 

absent, they miss more 

content – this shows absence 

is an issue for ALL schools, 

not just those with high FSM 

numbers  

When advantaged 

children are absent, 

they have more 

resources with which 

to catch up  
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