
Working with Adults in the Classroom 

Things TAs/LSAs have been asked to do in lessons:  
 

 

 

 

 

Asking TAs to do these task is ineffective and does not improve the quality of the 

learning your pupils are receiving! 

The EEF has created a list of useful ways TAs/LSAs can be deployed in the classroom:  

1) Mastery learning  

Take a small group of pupils into another room or the corner of the classroom and stick with one task 

until they ‘get it’. This could be used for lower or higher ability pupils, perhaps even as an intervention  
2) Small scale intervention  

Inform your colleague of the exam technique for smaller mark GCSE questions and work through some 

activities together  

3) Targeted questioning to extend the learning of specific pupils  

Rather than talking with a pupil about answers, challenge your colleague to push the pupil the are 

working with by only asking them questions. For example, “What do you think the answer is…” “How 
can you check if that is right?” Rather than simply confirming if a question is answered correctly or not  

4) Breaking down instructions into ‘manageable chunks’ for statemented pupils  
By providing a lesson plan or chatting before the lesson, you are helping your colleague know where you 

are planning on taking pupils at the end of this task. If they need to move at a different pace to the rest 

of the class with that learner, they are more able to keep you updated on what needs to be completed 

or how far they got 

Try putting yourself in your colleague’s shoes… Finish the following sentence:  

 ‘As a class teacher, extra adults support works best when…’  
 ‘As a TA, I find that my support in the classroom works best when…’  
 ‘As a learner, what helps me most is…’  

EEF Research:  

I. TAs should not be used as an informal teaching resource for low-attaining pupils  

II. Use TAs to add value to what teachers do, not replace them  

III. Use TAs to help pupils develop independent learning skills and manage their own learning  

IV. Ensure that TAs are fully prepared for their role in the classroom  

V. Use TAs to deliver high quality one-to-one and small group interventions  

VI. Use evidence based interventions to support TAs in their small groups  

Leave!  
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