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Key Information:  

 Research has shown that white working class students, in particular boys, are one of the biggest 
groups of under-achievers nationally. There is a now a focus on raising achievements of this group of 

students, however, certain barriers can make this challenging. 

 These barriers may include: lack of aspiration within families, lower engagement with children’s 
schooling, marginalisation (through curriculum content or teacher views), low literacy levels and lan-

guage deprivation (in both children and parents) and a lack of targeted support. 

 There are some effective strategies that schools have found useful in combatting these barriers, for 
example: high expectations for everyone, sharing and encouraging aspirations, promoting equality and 

inclusivity as well as different cultures, engaging parents and targeted support. 

Ways that you can use this in your classroom today:  

 Maintain the same high expectations for all students; think about their appearance, their presentation 

and their attitude.  

 Try to relate curriculum content to students’ lives or cultures.  This will make it more accessible and 
engaging for them. You could also link the curriculum to future career prospects to raise aspirations 

 Contact home regularly, especially where progress has occurred (in whatever shape or form that 

may be).  Remember that there may be some language disparities when talking to parents. 

 Targeted support should be exactly that – one size will not fit all.  Students benefit from being asked 

what they find helpful, e.g. having print outs of the power point or key words spelt out for them. 

Further Reading:  
Weaver-Hightower, M. (2003) The “Boy-Turn” in Research on Gender and Education. Review of Educational 
Research 73(4): 471-498. http://journals.sagepub.com/doi/pdf/10.3102/00346543073004471  
 

Article about Professor Green and experiences of White Working Class Boys: https://
www.theguardian.com/society/2018/jan/07/professor-green-white-working-class-boys-becoming-more-
disengaged   
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