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Ways that you can use this in your classroom today:  

1) Remember, just because it works elsewhere does not mean it will work for you. Think about 

the context of your classroom and be wary of a ‘one size fits all’ approach  
2) Class size is not everything! Sometimes we might feel like a large class is a daunting task and 

we might not be able to give everyone the attention we would like. In fact, the impact of 

smaller class sizes is marginal. In China the average class size is 52 and they have the highest 

PISA rating 

3) Use SOLO taxonomy when planning your lessons it helps you to answer the ‘big questions’ 
such as do pupils have surface level knowledge, or are they thinking more deeply? How can I 

extend their learning?  

 

Key Information:  

 Labelling students as a category of VAK (visual, audio, kinaesthetic) is not supported by very 

much evidence  

 There is little evidence to suggest that increasing the number of tests pupils do will improve 

their performance  

 ‘The art of teaching is to balance the need for surface knowledge with deep processing of 

this knowledge’ (p.14)  
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When students prior achievement 

and socio-economic background is 

considered… evidence shows there 
is very little difference between 

private and public schools  

Class size only has a 

marginal impact on 

pupil progress  

The difference BETWEEN 

schools is 36%, the 

difference WITHIN 

schools (departments) 

can be as high as 64% 

More 

lessons/classroom 

time does not 

improve PISA scores 

There is little evidence to 

support VAK – do not 

classify your students  

Reducing class 

sizes only has a 

small positive 

effect  

RESEARCH & DEVELOPMENT  

For more info: Claire Bishop bishopc@hattonacademy.org.uk  

mailto:bishopc@hattonacademy.org.uk
http://www.hattonteachingschoolalliance.org.uk
http://www.hattonteachingschoolalliance.org.uk

